SOUTHERN LOTUS

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

April 2026

Kia ora tatou — Hello all Lotus club members!

Well, this year is certainly marching on! It’s hard to
believe that | actually started writing this in March
ready for an April distribution and now it’s May! How
has that happened? Apologies for such a late update.

AGM - Yes, it's AGM time again.

This year we’ve decided to do things a bit differently — see the poster below for
details. We're hoping you can join us for the run and the meeting — be in to win a
prize for your outstanding navigational skills! Good Luck!

Sunday 1.0OPM Lite The Barn -VCC Cutler

24 May Lunch Park

2026 1.30PM AGM McLeans Island Rd
Christchurch

Jdnm@abﬁtofhmonThe Confirm run with Malcolm - by
AGM Navigational Rally! 21 May
10.30am start @ Gatehouse 0211 744 774 or

Cafe, 185A Kirk Rd. malcolm. james.sir@gmail.com

1 TOLD YOU WE WERE
DRIVING TOO FAR NORTH!

Not going on the run?? Come directly to ‘The
Barn’ at 1.00pm and join us for a light lunch
followed by the AGM — see you there!
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“Any car which holds togethe
for more than a race is too
heavy.”

Colin Chapman




3. Events Review
Once again we’ve started the year with an active calendar — thanks to everyone who has arranged events that
we’ve all been able to enjoy.

- We started the year off with a fabulous picnic run to Ivy Hall in Clarkville. The environment was
spectacular - amazing gardens providing the perfect spot for a picnic that almost made you feel you
were on holiday!

A relaxing day hosted by Mandy Donaldson who generously welcomed us to her home. Whilst there we
also enjoyed a few games on the lawns which provided us with some activity and entertainment after
our lunch. A superb day weather-wise with one member brave enough to get in the pool — it was so
inviting! A great day had by all, topped off for a few of us who headed off to the Oxford dairy and
enjoyed a rather large ice cream before calling it a day and heading home.

- Next up was a great weekend in Temuka at the Timaru Southern Classic held at SOUTHERN 2

CI.HSI

Levels Raceway Timaru where the Club featured as the celebrated marque. We

€

managed a great display with 20 club cars and with some additional Lotus owners
boosting numbers by joining us taking numbers up to 30. As well as watching the
racing we were again fortunate to be able to have a ‘run around the track’ —in
our vehicles that is! Perhaps rather a sedate run but it was quite a sight to see all

s
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the cars in line as we made our way around the track. Kevin Anderson was racing
LEVELS RACEWAY TIMARU

his Cooper Formula Jnr which was fun to watch (hard work | suspect!); Greg

Mowat raced his Seven and Mark Barrett (former member) was also racing his Lotus race cars along with
a number of other Lotus race-cars and replicas also out on the track.

And.... the new Jim Clark Edition Emira, one of just 60 produced took pride of place on display and drew
significant attention from several members as well as the general public.

I’'m sure many of you have checked out the photos by now but if you haven’t seen them, or you’re keen
to see more pics head to our face book page — go to Past Events - some super photos there!

Is this a first?
A Lotus Emira Safety Car on track??

The Jim Clark Edition Emira

Check out the Jim Clarke Edition Emira herel
Courtesy of Achibalds You Tube clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRxvJqlShvc

Several members spent the weekend in Temuka and enjoyed the spectacular scenery our country has on
offer via a well-planned/coordinated run that took us to Claremont Castle for a picnic lunch.
A brilliant Lotus weekend and great to have some newer members join us!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRxvJq1Shvc

At the end of February a few members attended the Hanmer Motorfest. This is a great
day with a huge number of vehicles on display — it seems to get bigger each year.
There’s always a great variety of vehicles and always a large number that we haven’t
seen before with vehicles coming from further afield — West Coast and
Nelson/Marlborough regions.

Inaugural Avid Brit & Euro Classic Car show Meeting at 7.15am prior to
heading to Wigram Park for our 7.30am start was a bit early but we made it
—some of us a bit bleary eyed however it was worth it! Being early meant
we did get a prime display position. Initially | thought it was going to be a
loooong day staying to 3pm however time passed quickly — cool cars to
look at, great company and a brilliant Canterbury summer day. For the
inaugural event it was well planned and attracted a large public attendance
with 800 cars on display. Thank you so much to those members who
committed to the day — it was great and once again we turned on a super
display with 22 cars — let’s do it again next year!

Twin Rivers A small group of cars on display in a dedicated club area. Regardless of the number there’s
always people stopping to check out the cars or ask questions. The benefit of the 3pm requirement at
the Brit & Euro Show was very much demonstrated here with many cars leaving well before lunch and
then immediately after lunch which meant huge gaps (and | mean huge) in the display area. Such a
shame when members of the public are paying to come and look at cars. However another great
Canterbury day weather wise and those of us there enjoyed our picnic lunch and the good company.

Committee meetings update

Thank you to all committee members for your ongoing support and also your enthusiasm in planning events

—it’s very much appreciated by everyone! Can’t have a club without a Committee — thanks all!

Not sure of who’s who? Check out your committee members below:

President

Cheryl Cottle - Outgoing Vice President

027 5555016

Grant Harman - Outgoing
021 677 929

Please note — the above two positions are being vacated at the AGM. As yet we have not received any hominations

to fill them. Please register your interest with the Secretary, Amanda Williams if you are keen to:

a. join the Committee or

b. fill one of the above positions
Treasurer John Chartres Secretary Amanda Williams 027 228 9844
Communications Murray Walls Web Master Malcolm James

Committee

Bev Stevens
(Ashburton)

Graham Stevens (Ashburton)

Alan Humphrey
(Luggate)




5.

Treasurer’s report — John Chartres Bank balance remains stable — current balance $5969.96 as at 31 March
2026. Membership now at 79 paid up members.

Hey look!!... We're growing!! We currently have 79 paid up members — that’s absolutely brilliant! | don’t recall
having that many members since my involvement with the club. Welcome to new and returning members.

Events Programme — Upcoming events 2026

Event planning for 2026 continues.

Got an idea for a run or special event? Then we’d love to hear from you! We’re more than happy to assist

you or to organise it if you’re unable to do so — you just supply the details! The more ideas we have the

better so don’t hesitate to get in touch®©.

Please note that some dates and events still need to be confirmed (TBC) - we'll get those out to you as soon
as that’s organised. We endeavour to get relevant info out to you prior to the event, so keep your eyes on
your emails and check the website for any relevant updates.

Event Date Cost / Details Organiser/s
Fiat Lancia Track Day 23 May Free for spectators Fiat Lancia Club
Racing $160+ and race
requirements for vehicles
AGM 24 May No Charge Starts with a fun Navigational Run:
The Barn - Vintage Car Club navigational run followed by a Malcolm James
Cutler Park McLeans Island light lunch and AGM
Indoor mini golf competition 17 June Holey Moley Columbo St Cheryl Cottle
Club Trophy Awarded!!© 7.00pm Cost TBC
Mid-Winter Dinner 18 July Bring food to share. Cheryl & George Cottle
18 Shona Lane West Melton From 6.30pm Further details to come
West Melton Miniature Rifle August TBC Grant Harman
Club Date TBC
Don’t Bring Your Lotus! August TBC TBC Allan Honeybone
Swap Meet 9 —11 October $5 day or $10 for 3 day pass / George Cottle / Grant
Vintage Car Club Cutler Park Fri- opens 7am cash only at gate Harman / John Chartres
661 McLeans Island Rd Sat/Sun — 8am Details provided closer to time
30 & 31 October and 1 & 2 November 2026 Book your leave/put in calendar now!
Come for three or four days - whatever works best for you!
TRANSALPINE 2026 illi
Pay your own way — re meals & accommodation etc. Arnanda Williams
Information provided closer to the time! Richard Horrell
And lots more to come folk!! Just waiting on confirmation for some events — forward any ideas if you have them!

Ivy Hall




6. General

’

Lotus ‘Bits and Pieces

Since 1966 Hethel has been the heart of Lotus. In 2019, Lotus expanded its
engineering realm with the addition of the Lotus Global EV Production Centre in
Wuhan.

Colin Chapman’s ethos — ‘Simplify, then add lightness’ is continued today
with Lotus remaining true to its founder’s pioneering spirit. And continues his
relentless quest to engineer pure driver’s cars on the cutting edge of design,
technology and emotion.

‘Every Lotus is crafted with a single goal in mind:

We want you to fall in love with it.’
(And we do — don’t we?®©)

AHE"["T[ If you haven’t already, take some time to check out the link to this mag on our face
book page — they have some good articles. And, you can sign up for a free
fortnightly newsletter ‘Lotus Notes’ if your inbox isn’t already overflowing!
The current May/June publication has an article on the Encore Series 1 — the Esprit
V8 restomod. With only 50 being built you’ll need half a million pound to buy one!

An interesting read and along with a number of other articles it’s easy to spend a

bit of time reading — well worth checking them out.

- NZ autocar is also featuring Lotus with an article on a new new ll zealand
supercar — The Type 135, due in 2028. Pairing a V8 engine with
hybrid technology. Read the article - Lotus teases V8 hybrid amocar
supercar; eases back on full electrification by Richard
Edwards.
Excerpt from article: ‘CEO Qingfeng Feng says the plan is rooted in the company’s founding principles: “We
are obsessed with engineering, obsessed with performance and obsessed with building drivers’ cars.” *
It is an interesting article — not too long and something to keep a lookout for as it progresses to the final
product.
Following that article is a short blurb on the Emira, confirming that an updated version is due soon which
will be lighter and more powerful. Start saving now!
And, an update on Lotus’ electrified range which has now moved to customer demand rather than being
forced by the company. All good reading.
| know many of you have probably read the articles however if you haven’t then check them out — they’re

interesting and easy to read.



Remembering Pete

Sadly we said goodbye to one of our
valued club members/committee
member who left us so suddenly and
unexpectedly.

Such a loss to his family and friends and
our club.

Rather than try to write something that
captures who he was I've included the
verse from his service sheet which |
think just says it all.

A Poem by Grady Poulard

I’d like to thank all members who attended Pete’s Celebration of
Life and who brought their cars to display alongside his Elise. It
was a great way to honour him and the enjoyment his car
provided him over the years.

-\

Flowers and a card from Southern Lotus
were sent to the family.

Thanks everyone for being part of Southern Lotus Inc. It’s your membership that makes the club what
it is, and it’s been great catching up with people in person on various events. | look forward to seeing

you again at our continued gatherings.

President (outgoing)

Southern Lotus Inc

www.lotus.org.nz

M: 027 555 5016 / E: gandc.cottle@xtra.co.nz

Lotus Line up at The Levels Timaru

Claremont Castle Timaru


http://www.lotus.org.nz/
mailto:gandc.cottle@xtra.co.nz
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__ ADDING POWER  F__Jj}
. MAKES YOU FASTER ON THE STRAIGHTS.
\  SUBTRACTING WEIGHT

Cool Poster doing the rounds on Face Book at present.




