
PRESIDENT’S UPDATE 

JUNE 2025 
 

1. Kia ora tatou – Hello all Lotus Club members!  

I hope you are all well and have managed to enjoy some of the recent sunshine – 

in between the real winter weather appearing sending us scrambling for our 

‘winter woollies’ and upping the temperature on our heating systems!  

It’s hard to believe we are halfway through the year and believe it or not already 

looking at events for next year 2026! One of these featured in a recent message 

that went out to everyone. The Classic Motor Racing Club has invited Southern 

Lotus to feature as the celebrated marque at next year's Southern Classic at 

Levels Raceway, Timaru on Sunday 15th February - the public show day, 10am to 

3pm.  

All featured cars can participate in lunch-time parade laps, led by the safety car  

(under 120kph). At this stage we have 20 cars committed to attending which is 

fantastic – thanks everyone. If you haven’t already booked and are keen to 

participate then please register your interest via Expression of Interest Form – 

the more the merrier, this is a fantastic opportunity to promote the Lotus 

marque and of course our Club, as well as showing off your pride and joy! A really 

good ‘showing’ of member’s cars would be fantastic so pop it in your diary and 

hopefully I’ll see you there! We anticipate good weather in February making it 

ideal for our picnic lunch. 

 

2. Events Recap 

Once again the club has been active with a variety of scheduled events which 

members have participated in.  

These have included: 

A fun Pool Comp Night at the Oxford Working Men’s Club including a variety of 

‘cool shots’ being displayed by some adventurous players, followed by a pizza 

supper! Congrats to Murray Falconer, supreme winner on the night! Chris Parker, 

Lotus NZ very generously donated the prizes - make sure you join us next year for 

a fun and enjoyable evening! 

We had a great turn out at Twin Rivers in March and with our own display area we 

showed off the Lotus Marque well with five different models, all different colors 

creating a lot of interest from the general public - a great picnic day with an 

incredible number of cars on show. Keep this in mind or pop it in your calendar for 

next year, it is a great day. 

 

 

Welcome to our new members 

who have recently joined           

the club: 

- Greg Walker                                 

1996 Fraser Clubman 

 

- Andrew & Loretta Bush 

2023 Emira 

 

- David Monks                  

2002 Elise 
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An evening outing and club BBQ to Westlander Jets in Fernside with Butch and Kat, originally from the West Coast 

– hence the Westlander name. So great to hear their story and see the superb work they do building the 

Westlander Jet boats – a great evening.   

A weekend trip to Dunedin was enjoyed by everyone who joined the trip and it was so great to catch up with 

some of our more southern members – Alan & Christine Humphrey, Stu with his beautifully restored yellow 

Europa; and Marg Hawthorne who had only just completed the Pork Pie run in her mini! 

A big thank you to Dean Hollebon for planning the weekend events, sharing his 

home and car collection, providing some fabulous driving, visiting an amazing 

collection of Hudson cars at Trevor Johnson’s; amazing views of Dunedin and Port 

Chalmers and of course great company, food and fun!  

A small group participated in the Ashburton Plains Charity Run in a variety of cars! 

Couldn’t have picked a better day weather-wise for a picnic that’s for sure.  

More recently we held our mini golf competition which, by the sound of chatter and laughter was enjoyed by all 

who attended! This was held at Holey Moley in the city which proved to be a great venue. The supreme winner 

of the night was Greg Mowat who took out the Mini Golf Trophy and certificate as well as some chocolates to 

nibble on! Great work Greg!  

  We held our AGM on May (13th) and following that our most recent committee meeting – see key updates below.   

3. AGM Highlights 

New Chapter, New Name! 

At our recent AGM, members unanimously approved a number of exciting updates that lead to a new era for 

our club. 

First up, we're proud to announce that the new constitution has been officially ratified, along with our new 
name—Southern Lotus Inc. This marks a meaningful evolution in our club’s journey, and we’re thrilled to move 
forward under this new identity. 

We also voted to increase the annual membership fee to $45, effective 1 July 2025. This small change will 
hopefully allow us to subsidise more events and create even better experiences for our members. 

Speaking of which—our club continues to thrive, with 75 fully paid members and we have a number of new 
faces joining us. 

Presidency Update: One More Lap! 

Well folks, it looks like you're stuck with me as President for another year! A huge thank you 

to you all for your ongoing support—and especially to our incredible committee members, 

who work tirelessly behind the scenes to keep our event calendar buzzing. 

During the AGM, I raised the importance of succession planning for key committee roles. While I really enjoy 

serving as your President and appreciate the encouragement I’ve received, I believe it’s vital to maintain 

diversity within our leadership team to keep things fresh, exciting, and representative of our club’s dynamic 

spirit. 

 



 

With that in mind, I’ll be stepping down at the 2026 AGM to make way for someone new to take the wheel—

bringing fresh ideas and continuing to champion the Lotus marque. If you’ve ever considered joining the 

committee, now’s the time! Don’t be shy—raise your hand, share your voice, and help shape the future of 

Southern Lotus Inc. 

Committee Members  

John Chartres has informed us that he will also step down as Treasurer at the 2026 AGM. John has 

been doing a brilliant job in this role for a number of years now however is keen to provide 

someone else with the opportunity. If you think that’s something you’d be interested in have a 

chat to John at one of our upcoming events or give him a call– raise your hand and join the 

committee!  

We welcomed Alan Humphrey onto the committee this year – great to have one of our more southern members 

on the committee - welcome Alan! And, we said farewell to David Crandall during the year – thanks so much for 

your input David it was much appreciated. As well we farewelled George Cottle who has stepped down from the 

committee after nearly 13 years involvement – thank you George.  

Join the Committee – Get Involved! 

We’re on the lookout for new committee members to join the 

team for 2025–2026! If you've ever thought about having a say 

in how the club runs, now’s your chance to join in, meet a great 

bunch of people, and help shape the Club’s future. 

Diversity is key to a vibrant and dynamic committee - it 

generates fresh ideas and helps share the load. Whether you're 

full of ideas or just keen to lend a hand, we’d love to have you 

on board. We're a welcoming, innovative group and always 

happy to chat about what’s involved.                                                

Thinking about it? Have a word with one of the committee members—or reach out to me or our secretary 

Amanda Williams. Come on – give it a go! 

Trophy Awards 

For those of you who were unable to make it to the AGM there are a couple of annual award presentations that 

we make at this time. These awards are coveted by all who receive them and there is usually substantial discussion 

before the final decisison is made!  

- McFedries Cup:  The club’s most prestigious cup was awarded to Amanda Williams in 

recognition of the incredible effort, amazing amount of time and perseverance put into 

revising and adjusting our Constitution to meet the required changes of the 

Incorporated Societies Act 2022. 
 

 

- Piston Broke Trophy: Marg Hawthorne. People often do their best to avoid being awarded this trophy! 

However, for Marg a flat battery requiring the attendance of the AA during the 2024 Transalpine saw 

her the recipient of this trophy!  
 

             Congratulations to you both!  



 
 
Some Thank Yous…..     
 

A huge thank you to Julie Wood for her continued support in Auditing the Cliub 

Accounts and ensuring we remain ‘legal’ and compliant. Thank you so much – your 

work, whilst mostly ‘behind the scenes’ is very much appreciated. 

Also a huge thank you to Julia Flewellen for her continued role in mananging our 
club apparel.                                                                                                                                         

Have you seen the new caps yet? They look pretty cool so get in and get one before 
they disappear! A great price at $25.00. (Julia – flewellenpeterjulia@gmail.com)  

 I’d also like to thank Alan Honeybone for sponsoring the club for a number of years and also for allowing us the 

use of his business premises for our previous AGM meetings - thanks Alan.  

 

4. Committee meetings update 
 

I can’t thank our Committee members enough for putting the effort in to attend meetings without fail. Your 

ongoing commitment, participation and input as committee members and organising events is much appreciated 

- your contributions and ideas are very much valued – thank you so much everyone.  
 

- Committee members  

President Cheryl Cottle 027 555 5016 

gandc.cottle@xtra.co.nz  

Vice President Grant Harman 021 677 929 

grantharman13@gmail.com  

Treasurer 
John Chartres 027 432 8018 

Secretary Amanda Williams 027 228 9844 

Amanda.williams@xtra.co.nz  

Communications Murray Walls 

murray.walls@xtra.co.nz  

Web Master Malcolm James 

Committee    Remember we need more committee members – come on….. put your hand up! 

Pete Jennings Alan Humphrey Bev Stevens Graham Stevens 
 

 

5. Schedule of events  

 Our schedule of events for the rest of the year is well underway. As members your input is very welcome so 

please…… if you have an idea for a run; garage raid or other get together let us know. We will even organise it 

on your behalf if you prefer – just forward your idea to Grant Harman, Amanda Williams or me!  The 

committee will organise the event, you just come along with everyone else and enjoy!                                                                       
 

Upcoming events 

Don’t bring your Lotus run                 Sunday 13 July Flea Bay BYO Picnic (Alan Honeybone) 

Mid-winter Pot Luck dinner               Saturday 19 July - 18 Shona Lane West Melton. (George & Cheryl Cottle) 

Hamilton Jet Factory Tour                  Wed 13 August - time tbc. (Amanda, Jacob Sikma & George Price)  

McLeans Island Swap Meet               Fri 10 - Sun 12 October (Grant, Pete Jennings, John Chartres, George) 
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Mid-winter Pot Luck Dinner 

Yes! It’s getting close now! Our mid-winter ‘pot luck’ dinner is on again this year 

so put the date in your calendar – Saturday 19 July.  You’re all invited to share 

some great food (that you bring!) and enjoy the conviviality of your fellow club 

members! 

Dig out your favourite recipe (or pop into a shop on the way!) and come and 

socialise the Lotus way! It’s a friendly and relaxed evening and we look forward to 

seeing you. 

Details coming your way shortly! 

 

 
6. Transalpine – Fiordland 

Thursday 30th October to Monday 3rd November  

The Transalpine Planning Committee have been working 

furiously planning our key annual event. 

Registrations have officially closed with 30 cars including 5 

from the North Island confirmed, so it promises to be another outstanding event!  

Note: If you have registered to attend you should have received email confirmation. If you have NOT received 

this email, please get in touch with Malcolm James webmaster.slrnz@gmail.com or call him on 021 1744 774.  

If you have not registered but are still interested in signing up, please contact Malcolm (contacts as above) to 

enquire about late booking availability. Bookings are tight and there is no guarantee that late bookings can be 

accommodated.  

7.    Sponsorship  

Promote Your Business through Club Sponsorship! 

Are you a club member with a personal business you'd like to showcase? We're excited to offer you the 
opportunity to gain exposure by becoming a Club Sponsor on our website. 

There are two annual sponsorship options available (1 July – 30 June): 

 Premier Sponsor   – $150 per year 

 Standard Sponsor – $100 per year 

It’s a simple and cost-effective way to advertise your business with minimal effort and great reach. If you're 
looking to build local awareness or just give your business a little extra publicity, Club Sponsorship is the way to 
go! 

If you’re interested please touch base with John Chartres, Amanda Williams or me. 
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8. General    
 

- F1 The Movie  

I’m sure many of you will be aware this film is now in cinemas with Brad Pitt in the lead role. For those of you 

who attended the evening with former F1 driver Martin Donnelly last year you will recall he spoke of his role as 

an advisor on this movie. In fact I understand that there is some footage of his accident in the movie. Promotional 

clips look good so will be heading off to see this shortly!   

          

          -    Lotus Emira 

Apologies – this isn’t the bet snip but thought it was great to see such an article in the May Metropol magazine! 
There does seem to be an increasing amount of Lotus material/articles coming out in a variety of publications. I 
also noted a good article in a previous AA Magazine.   

       YOUR contributions are welcome!                                                                                                                                    

        Got some special Lotus news or items of interest to include in future newsletters / updates? Please touch base – 
Cheryl (gandc.cottle@xtra.co.nz)  -  txt or phone – 027 555 5016 Thanks.   

Hope to see you at one of our upcoming events. In the meantime - safe motoring 

everyone!                                                                                                                                                     

Keep dry, keep warm and take care on the roads especially in our 

winter conditions!                

  Cheryl Cottle  

                                        President / Southern Lotus Inc. 
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9. Just a few pics………… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few envious members 

on seeing Dean’s garage 

in Dunedin 

 Trevor Johnson’s garage 



 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Pool Night at the Oxford Club 

 

 

 

 

 

- And the mini golf winner is…… 

  

Well done 

Greg!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our website to keep up to date with upcoming events 

Southern Lotus Website 

    www.lotus.org.nz 

  

 Stu’s beautifully restored Europa 

Team consult! 

 Driving away! 

 In the money! 

http://www.lotus.org.nz/

