
PRESIDENT’S UPDATE 

FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Kia ora tatou – Hello all Lotus Club members!  

1. Well, I had initially intended to say Happy New Year to you all in this 

newsletter however, here we are with the New Year now been and gone and 

2025 well and truly in progress, February having just disappeared far too 

quickly and March now striding in without hesitation!    

Anyway, I hope you are all well and ready for another year of fabulous 

motoring, friendship and fun!  We certainly had a busy calendar in 2024 

finishing off the year with some highlights - the Swap Meet, the Transalpine 

and with several members enjoying a picnic run to Ivy Hall Gardens in 

Clarkville in December – thanks to Pete Jennings’ cousin for hosting this at 

her beautiful property.  

 

A very warm welcome to all our new members 

who have joined us over the past few months 

– Welcome! It’s great to have you in the club - 

I’ve enjoyed meeting a number of you at some 

of the club events over the past few months.  

 

 Constitution - I’ve mentioned in previous updates that we’ve been reviewing 

and making some changes to our Constitution due to changes in the 

Incorporated Societies Act 2022. Changes have been progressing well and I’d 

really like to acknowledge Amanda Williams for the work she has done and 

continues to do regarding the review of the Club’s Constitution aligned with 

the changes in the Incorporated Societies Act. This has been quite a large 

chunk of work and Amanda has put considerable effort into developing this 

for us – thank you Amanda!  

If you’re keen to find out more about the Act and the changes then you can 

access the link below: 

https://is-register.companiesoffice.govt.nz/law-changes-for-societies/  
 

And…..if you’ve checked your inbox recently you will have received an email 

with a draft of the revised constitution for you to read through and to provide 

feedback as required.  

Please send your comments / feedback to our Club Secretary Amanda 

Williams at amanda.williams@xtra.co.nz before 5pm on 18th March. It’s 

important to keep to the time frame as this will enable us to discuss any 
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feedback and to approve the changes at our upcoming Committee meeting. This will then allow us as a 

club to ratify the new constitution at our AGM in May.  

An article in the NZFoMC Wheel Torque Newsletter (No. 42 November 2024) discussed the issue of 

voluntary organisations having indemnity insurance to cover the risk of claims for property damage and 

they should discuss with their insurance advisors whether any other insurance is possible and appropriate. 

This is also pertinent to the Incorporated Societies information and the revision of our Constitution so we 

will seek advice on this to determine if we, as a club need to or should have indemnity insurance. We’ll 

keep you posted on this.  

2. Events Recap 

Once again we have enjoyed some great events since the last update We’ve had a really full calendar of 

events in 2024 from runs, overnight trips, visits to businesses, picnics, car shows and of course the Swap 

Meet and Transalpine. As well we enjoyed a picnic run to Ashburton Airport however prior to that visited 

a very quirky shop and got up close to some gigantic machinery with fascinating history – you just don’t 

know what’s hidden off the road and in people’s sheds! The changes at the Ashburton Airport really show 

off the planes with relevant information about each one.   

Thanks to all members who made their way to Springfield to attend the Springfield Community Association 

Fundraiser – your presence was much appreciated. In September a small contingent of Lotus made their 

way to the Selwyn Motorfest, there always seem to be some ‘new’ cars popping up there – by ‘new’ I 

mean cars we haven’t seen before at other events.                                                                                                                                           

Transalpine  

Our popular annual Transalpine trip remains a highlight on many people’s calendars with 23 cars on the 

road this year – another great effort! The standard and theme dressing for the dinner is really amazing 

and I’m always surprised at the variety of costumes and the effort people put into them! Check out some 

of the pics at the end of this newsletter – a memory jogger for those of you who enjoyed the trip, or a 

snippet of the transalpine for those of you who were unable to join us!  Having mentioned the 

Transalpine please also check out the Transalpine Review at the end of this update written by Grant 

Harman – thanks Grant. It’s also available on our website as well!   

 
    

So…….Transalpine 2025! Yes! Believe it or not planning has already started for this with Malcom James 

heading up the planning team! All I can tell you is that we’re heading to Milford so we can expect some 

glorious motoring roads and of course enjoy the brilliant scenery that our country is famous for.  

 

 



 

 Swap Meet – Another great event with a good number of cars on show over two of the three days, once 

again proudly promoting the Lotus marque! We had two days of good weather but the final day saw a 

dramatic change with the rain really setting in! This prompted an early departure by stall holders, display 

cars, and everyone else which saw a very early end to the weekend event. Unfortunately, despite a great 

display we didn’t have the winning streak! 

A BIG thank you to those members who helped with the set up and pack down – your help and support 

was much appreciated. Thanks also to ‘Mr Boats’ who kindly loaned the pop-top camper again that we 

used as our base for the three days. And another big thank you to the following members who 

supported the club by bringing their cars out for display over the three days – I do hope I haven’t missed 

anyone, my apologies if I have; 
 

Peter & Julia Flewellen – Evora / Peter Jennings – Elise Sport / Greg 

Mowat – Lotus 7 replica /Kit and Carol Peverill – Lotus 7 replica / Darryl 

Harrison – Espirit Turbo / John Chartres – Evora / Murray Wall – Elise / 

Kaj Kristensen / Keith Pickford / Grant Harman – Elise S2 / George C - Elan                  

 

Malcolm’s evening run over the hill was well attended with everyone enjoying the opportunity the 

lighter evenings have afforded.  Hopefully we can get a few more of these in before we hit the cooler 

weather and lose the lighter evenings! 

Can’t forget to mention our Christmas Dinner with a great turn out at The Racecourse Hotel. It was lovely 

to see so many of you at the dinner – always a great opportunity to catch up with other members, have a 

chat and generally have an enjoyable time – lots of chatter and a few laughs to end the year along with 

the appearance of some unexpected carolers which added to the Christmas spirit!!                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Skope Classic at the end of January/early February saw a number of members out at Ruapuna with 

Greg Mowat on the track in his Lotus 7.  

Saturday 15th February saw a number of us head out to Canterbury 

Gliding Club for a picnic lunch and an amazing introduction to the 

world of gliding! Thanks to Nigel and Anna Maxey for their time and 

Nigel’s enthusiasm in sharing his incredible knowledge about gliding. 

We certainly picked a great day weather-wise which also meant we 

were able to enjoy watching a number of gliders take off via aero-

tow. 

The Hanmer Motorfest celebrated its 10th year in February with a brilliant day weather wise and an 

amazing array of cars on display. Always a well organised event by the Ford/Fairlane Club. A number of 

club members enjoyed the run up for the day. 

3.  Committee meetings update 

 

 



 

I can’t thank our Committee members enough for putting the effort in to attend meetings without fail. 

Your ongoing commitment, participation and input as committee members is much appreciated - your 

contributions and ideas are very much valued – thanks everyone.  
 

Key points arising for your information:  
 

-  Club Membership We currently have 75 paid up members (December  2024) 
 

- Committee members Due to some members being unable to continue in the role we’re looking for 

committee members! Come on give it a go! Have a say in the Club’s running, be part of a great group 

of people and help shape the club in 2025! We’ll make a more formal call for members as we near the 

AGM – but give it a thought and don’t hesitate to find out more by touching base with one of the 

committee members. 
 

Your Committee members 

President Cheryl Cottle 027 555 5016 Vice President Grant Harman 021 677 929 

Treasurer John Chartres Secretary Amanda Williams 027 228 9844 

Communications Murray Walls murray.walls@xtra.co.nz  Web Master Malcolm James 

Committee  

Pete Jennings George Cottle 027 398 6603 Bev Stevens Graham Stevens 

 

 

- -    AGM Having just mentioned the AGM this is just a ‘head’s up’ to let you know that our AGM is 

scheduled for May as usual. The Committee is contemplating doing something a little different this 

year so ‘watch this space!’ Well……. check your emails as we get closer to May for information and 

updates! 

 

-  

-  Schedule of events – Our schedule of events for 2025 is well underway as you will now know!! As 

members your input is very welcome so please…… if you have an idea for a run; garage raid or other 

get together let us know. We will even organise it on your behalf if you prefer – just forward your 

idea to Grant, Amanda or me!  The committee will organise the event, you just come along with 

everyone else and enjoy!                                                                       
 

What’s happening in in 2025? Keep up to date and check out updates, news etc on our website. Check 

your emails, mark the relevant dates in your diary and join us for some great driving and fabulous 

company!  
 

Upcoming events 
 

- Club pool night Wednesday 5th  March at the Oxford Working Men’s club. Mixed pairs & 

Singles knock out competition. Draw at 6.30pm – games commence 7.00pm. Come earlier for a 

meal / bar meal or snack if you like! 
 

- Twin Rivers Motoring Extravaganza - Canterbury Agricultural Park Sunday 16th March  We 

have an area booked for a club vehicle display. This is a picnic day so bring chairs. Look for the 

Lotus flag at the far left of the displayed cars. 
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- Westlander Jets – Wednesday April 2nd – Come along and check out this company based in 

Rangiora.  No… unfortunately you can’t tow one behind the Lotus! But of course your other car 

may be able to do that!  

 

- Weekend Road Trip to Dunedin – April 11th -13th Dean Hollebon our Dunedin based club member 

has arranged a visit to a private car collection as well as sharing his own collection with us. So, if 

you fancy a weekend away before the colder weather really starts to arrive then come - you’re 

more than welcome! 

Check out our website to keep up to date with upcoming events 

Southern Lotus Website 

       www.lotus.org.nz 

4. General     

          YOUR contributions are welcome!                                                                                                                                    

          If you have any special Lotus news or items of interest to include in future newsletters / updates please 
get in touch with me – Cheryl (gandc.cottle@xtra.co.nz)  -  txt or phone – 027 555 5016 Thanks.      

          

        And thank you to…….. 

I would be very remiss not to extend a big thank you to Murray Wall for the time spent on managing the 

communications for the club. There is actually a lot of communications traffic that Murray seems to make 

miraculously happen - thanks so much Murray it’s certainly appreciated!  

Finally ……………….    

“I’ve tried everything other than jumping out of a plane, but nothing gives 

you an adrenaline rush like racing a car.” 

Nigel Mansell – The Times 2006 

 

Hope to see you at one of the upcoming events 

     Safe motoring everyone!  

 

 

Cheryl Cottle  

President / Southern Lotus Club 
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TRANSALPINE 2024  

CHRISTCHURCH TO WESTPORT & 

HOKITIKA 

 

The annual Lotus pilgrimage across the South Island was on again from Friday 31st October through to Monday 
3rd November with some folk heading home on the Sunday. 

Once again we availed ourselves of the good coffee and enjoyed our usual pre-run get together at the Pegasus 
Golf Club Café – our starting point for the much awaited trip. Biggest discussion of course was the weather with 
it looking like rain on the first day. 

The turnout saw a good cross section of cars with 7's, Elise's, Evora's, an Emira’s, an Elan, Exige, MX5 and a 
Cortina. Approximately 22 cars packed and ready for a weekend of great driving and friendship. 

First stop was a morning drink in Culverden and of course the obligatory restroom visits with the weather 
holding and still fine. Then on to Reefton where it absolutely bucketed down but we still managed to get a great 
photo of all the cars together – check out the great selection of photos.  I can recommend the food in the 
bakery, it was a great lunch!  

Then a rather wet drive through to Westport for our first night. Whilst the rain prevented our traditional 
outdoor pre-dinner drinks two rooms were filled to the brim with happy people sharing the day’s stories, drinks 
and food and the chatter and laughter appeared never ending until the call for dinner went out! 

Dinner saw us head to the Quarry Restaurant and Bar for a fabulous meal – their great organisation saw us fill 
out our orders for the dinner the following evening – not that everyone actually remembered what they’d 
ordered! A great social evening enjoyed by all. 

Saturday dawned fine and we were off to Karamea stopping for coffee in 
Waimangaroa at a road side cafe with excellent freshly made scones, some 
quirky outdoor art and some very friendly Tui in the bushes outside, then off 
for the quick run up the hill to the Denniston Mine. 

It’s been 10 years since I was last there and there have been many changes i.e. 
the road is now two lane and tour buses can now go up. A lot of work has 
gone into the mine’s history and preserving what is left. An amazing glimpse 
into the past!  

Next was an exciting piece of road over the hill to Karamea, tight and twisting through native bush with a couple 
of road works thrown in! Lunch in the Karamea hotel was as I expected with fabulous Whitebait Fritters, chips 
and salad. 

A quieter trip back to Westport with the rain starting again around Granity but I was ok as I'd just hopped into a 
late model MX5 with an electric hardtop for a change of ride! Fortunately the rain was just passing and it soon 
cleared again. 

Pre-dinner drinks again in the rooms before the walk to the Quarry for dinner and the themed fancy dress. Best 
male went to Zane Purdon and best female to Marg Hawthorne both dressed as Beetlejuice. Best couple went to 
Malcolm and Amanda James as Ben and Teds Excellent Adventure. Top Gun was very popular as well. Great 
costumes everyone! 



 

Sunday morning rose with sunshine and the onward trip to Greymouth and Hokitika. Some folk left from 
Westport back to Christchurch via the Lewis Pass others followed through to Greymouth and went home Via 
Arthurs Pass. Our first stop was Fox River for coffee at their market that runs from Nov 1 through to April – what 
an amazing find in the middle of nowhere!   Then on to Punakaiki, you could see it was going to be spectacular 
at the blowholes by the size of the waves on the coast road before Punakaiki.  

Then it was on to Barrytown to a gentleman who teaches knife-making - 
but that's not all, he has a collection of cars which is well worth the stop 
on its own! A number of members also had a go at axe throwing with 
some interesting styles on display and a number of axes having to be 
retrieved from the bush! 

Lunch was in Greymouth and we were lucky to find something as nearly 
the whole town was closed, like back in 1963 for those old enough to remember! 

Beachfront hotel in Hokitika was our accommodation for Sunday night but the Kiwi House was first port of call. 
As always with Kiwi's you have to be patient to see one, but then it’s rewarding. We were in time for feeding the 
eels and many of our members got into the hand feeding of these huge fish, some up to 100 years old. A visit 
that was worth the time. 

Dinner was in the hotel in the conference room with a kaleidoscope of fabulous photos taken on the trip so far 
by Erin Oakley, being shown throughout the evening – thanks Erin! 

Monday morning, last day of the run was a short trip south to Lake Mahinapua to say final farewells before the 
trip home. A beautiful spot on the West Coast to finish a fantastic weekend run on the best roads in New 
Zealand with very special scenery and a group of very special people. 

Thank you to the organizing group and to the people that came. I'm sure next year will be as good so plan for it 
and book it in your calendars now!  

 
Regards  
 

Grant Harman 



   

 Umbrellas required! 


